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Part 1 


Why Questions 


Part 2 
Can You Handle the 
Answers? 


Fiave you ever 
wondered, 


despite how 
well you did 
something, or 
how kind you 


were to 


someone, or 
even how 
closely you 


followed a set 
of rules, WHY 


the result was 


not what you 


hoped for or 
thought it 
should be? 


What might one 
book of the 
Apocrypha help 
us understand 


about 


2 Esdras 
3:1-36 
The spirit of 


Esdras (Ezra) 
was “sore 
moved... and 


he was 
“troubled” so 
much that his 
thoughts 
overwhelmed 
his heart. 


This is a 
picture ofa 
man who was 
deeply grieved 
at seeing the 


“desolation” of 


God’s own 
people 


compared to 
the “wealth” 


of ungodly 


people. 


Reverently, 


Esdras began 
speaking to 
the Most High. 


rie presented 


each step in 
back-story as 
much as he 


could 
understand. 
He reflected 


on the time 


when God 
“alone” (verse 
4) created 


“naradise” 
(verse 6) and 


humankind. 
He pointed to 


what Is called 
“the fall of 

man” and the 
time of the 


great flood 


when only 
Noah and his 
household 


survived 


(verses 9-11). 


Esdras spoke 
of the 
covenant with 


Abraham, 


Isaac, and 
Jacob. 


He looked 
back on 
wickedness, 


transgressions, 


and how 


“infirmity 


was made 
permanent”. 
rie said people 
were so 


depraved 
deeply within 


their hearts 
that it was a 


non-stop cruel 
condition 
which forced 
the good away 


and held on to 
the evil 


(verses 12-22). 


Esdras 
continued with 


his summary 
of life in 


verses 23 
through 30 
where he 
talked about 


how David 
built a holy 
city which was 
to honor God 


but the people 


ultimately 


forsook him. 
He told how 
God allowed 


enemies of his 
people to take 


over that city. 


Then Esdras 


questioned 
whether the 
actions of 


Babylon were 


any better 


than God’s 
people that 


they should 
have control 
over Zion. He 


said to God: 


From what I 
saw for 


myself, 
Babylon had 
so much 


wickedness by 


so many 
evildoers that 


It disgusted 
me. I’ve seen 
how you have 
allowed them 


to get away 
with sin while 


destroying 


your own. 


In the 


remaining 


verses of this 


chapter, 
Esdras asked 


more 


questions and 


gave 
observations: 


Are those of 


Babylon better 


than we of 


Zion? Is there 


anyone else 
who knows 


you other than 


us? 


What 
generation has 


so sincerely 
believed your 
covenant other 


than us? 


They aren’t 


doing the right 
thing but they 
aren’t being 


punished at 
all. 


I’ve been all 
around the 


heathens and 
they are 

prospering but 

they don’t 


even THINK 
about what 


you command. 


Compare what 
we do to what 
they do. See 


how your 


name is not 


found 
anywhere else 


except Israel. 
Who, on this 


whole earth, 


has kept your 


commandments 


other than 
Israel? 


2 Esdras 3 
1 In the thirtieth 


year after the ruin 


of the city I was 


in Babylon, and 
lay troubled upon 


my bed, and my 


thoughts came up 


over my heart: 
* For | saw the 
desolation of Sion, 
and the wealth of 
them that dwelt 
at Babylon. 
5 And my spirit 


so that I began to 


speak words full 
Fear to the most 
High, and said, 


4 © Lord, who 
bearest rule, thou 
spakest at the 


beginning, when 

thou didst plant 

the earth, and 
that thyself alone, 
and commandedst 


the people, 


without soul, 

which was the 
workmanship of 
thine hands, and 
didst breathe into 
him the breath of 

life, and he was 
made living before 


thee. 
6 And thou 
leadest him into 


paradise, which 
thy right hand 
had planted, 

before ever the 


earth came 


forward. 
T And unto him 


thou gave st 


commandment to 
love thy way 
which he 


transgressed, and 


immediately thou 


appointedst death 
in him and in his 
generations, of 


whom came 
nations, tribes, 


people, and 
kindreds, out of 
number. 


8 And every 


people walked 


after their own 
will, and did 
wonderful things 


before thee, and 


despised thy 
commandments. 


process of time 
thou broughtest 
the flood upon 
those that dwelt 
in the world, and 


destroyedst them. 


10 And it came to 


pass in every of 
them, that as 
death was to 


Adam, so was the 
Flood to these. 
"' Nevertheless 
one of them thou 


leftest, namely, 


Noah with his 
household, of 
whom came all 
righteous men. 


12 And it 
happened, that 
when they that 


dwelt upon the 
earth began to 
multiply and had 
gotten them many 
children, and were 
a great people, 


they began again 
to be more 


ungodly than the 

First. 

'S Now when they 
lived so wickedly 
before thee, thou 
didst choose thee 

a man From 
among them, 


whose name was 
Abraham. 
14 Him thou 
lovedst, and unto 
him only thou 
shewedst thy will: 
'S And madest an 


everlasting 


covenant with 
him, promising 
him that thou 
wouldest never 
forsake his seed. 
6 And unto him 
thou gavest Isaac, 
and unto Isaac 


also thou gavest 
Jacob and Esau. 
As for Jacob, thou 
didst choose him 
to thee, and put 
by Esau: and so 
Jacob became a 


great multitude. 


T And it came to 
pass, that when 
thou leadest his 
seed out of Egypt, 
thou broughtest 
them up to the 
mount Sinai. 
S And bowing the 


heavens, thou 
didst set Fast the 
earth, movedst 


the whole world, 

and madest the 
depths to tremble, 
and troubledst the 

men of that age. 


'S And thy glory 
went through four 


gates, of fire, and 
of earthquake, and 
of wind, and of 
cold; that thou 
mightest give the 
law unto the seed 


of Jacob, and 
diligence unto the 
generation of 


Israel. 

20 And yet 
tookest thou not 
away from them a 
wicked heart, that 


thy law might 
bring forth fruit in 
them. 
21 For the first 


Adam bearing a 


wicked heart 
transgressed, and 
was overcome; and 


so be all they that 
are born of him. 


4% Thus infirmity 
was made 
permanent; and 
the law (also) in 
the heart of the 

people with the 


root; so that the 
good departed 


away, and the evil 
abode still. 


23 $o the times 


passed away, and 


the years were 
brought to an end: 
then didst thou 
raise thee up a 
servant, called 
David: 
4 Whom thou 


commandedst to 


build a city unto 
thy name, and to 
offer incense and 
oblations unto 
thee therein. 
25 When this was 
done many years, 
then they that 


inhabited the city 
forsook thee, 

26 And in all 
things did even as 
Adam and all his 

generations had 


done: for they also 
had a wicked 


heart: 
2T And so thou 
gavest thy city 


over into the 

hands of thine 
enemies. 

28 Are their 


deeds then any 


better that 
inhabit Babylon, 
that they should 
therefore have 
the dominion over 
Sion? 
29 For when I 


came thither, and 


had seen impieties 
without number, 
then my soul saw 
many evildoers in 
this thirtieth year, 
so that my heart 
Failed me. 
5° For I have seen 


how thou sufferest 
them sinning, and 
hast spared 
wicked doers: and 
hast destroyed thy 
people, and hast 


preserved thine 


enemies, and hast 


not signified it. 


5! 1 do not 
remember how 
this way may be 

left: Are they then 
of Babylon better 
than they of Sion? 


52 Or is there ang 


hath so believed 
thy covenants as 


Jacob? 


335 And yet their 
not, and their 


labour hath no 


fruit: for I have 
gone here and 
there through the 
heathen, and I see 


that they Flow in 
wealth, and think 
not upon thy 
commandments. 
34 Weigh thou 
therefore our 


wickedness now in 
the balance, and 


heir's also that 
dwell the world; 
and so shall thy 

name no where be 


Found but in Israel. 


5S Or when was it 
that they which 
dwell upon the 


earth have not 


sinned in thy 
sight? or what 
scople have so 
kept thy 
commandments? 
56 Thou shalt find 
that Israel by 


name hath kept 


thy precepts; but 
not the heathen. 
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Because 


Esdras 
believed that 
performing 
specific works 
or refraining 


from 
practicing 
particular 
actions would 
guarantee 


God’s favor on 


earth, he 
wanted to 


discover why 
things weren’t 
working the 
way he 


thought they 
Should work. 


Like so many, 
even today, he 


thought he had 
a formula 


which would 


dictate 


predetermined 
responses. 


Since that 
prescribed set 


of steps did 


not yield the 


expected 
results, he felt 


he needed to 
re-evaluate. 


Imagine you 

are in school 

and you’re 10 
years old. You 
were told ofa 
county-wide 


competition 

where there 
were prizes of 
bicycles, 
shopping 


sprees, theme 


park trips and 


cash for the 


school with 
students who 


had the best 
report cards. 


You badly 
wanted those 


prizes so you 
worked really 


hard to keep 
your grades 


up. However, 
sometimes you 


did not make 
all A’s despite 
your best 


efforts. Some 


of your 
classmates 
even made a 
few C's, but 
overall your 

school's 


grades were 


far better than 
any other 
school. In fact, 


students from 
the other 


schools didn't 


try at all and 

had mostly 

failing grades 

at the end of 
the 


competition. 
Even so, ALL 


the other 
schools 


received the 
prizes while 


students In 


your school 
were moved 
from their 


building and 
placed in 


trailers on the 


grounds of 
other schools. 


In the strange 


locations, you 
and your 


Original 
classmates 
are mistreated 
and 


considered 
intruders. 


You're 
accused of 
receiving 


unfair 


advantages, 
absorbing 


funds, and of 
generally 


being 
unattractive, 


harmful, and 
bothersome. 


You witness 
the other 
students, who 


did not even 


TRY, enjoying 
prizes but you, 


who followed 


the rules, have 
become 


subjected to 
them. 


Fiow do you 
think you 
would feel? 
Wouldn't you 
at least want 
to ask 


questions? 
Wouldn’t you 
want to ask, 
“but WHY?” 


Sure, there 


may be some 


whoo would 


so badly want 
what the other 
students had 


that they 
would actually 


consider 


taking it from 


them. Maybe 
some would 
have other 

thoughts or 


feelings 


deriving from 


envy, but 
that’s not what 


this biblical 
text Is 


addressing at 
all. The point 


is that 
generally, the 


issue would 
be, “WHY 7...” 


“What did we 
do wrong?” 
“Which rules 
did we break?” 
“What 
happened!’ 


Esdras was 


not asking for 


personal 
indulgences. 


Fie was asking 
God WHY 


God’s own 
people were 


suffering so 
much, though 


having done 
their best, 


while others 


were 
seemingly 
untouched 
and even 


rewarded, 


though having 
made no 


efforts toward 


godliness. 


Esdras, 
as with Job 


and many 


others of 
Scripture, 


was having 


what I term 
a “BUT WHY” 


moment. 
He sought God 
for answers to 


the quandary: 


“We’ve done 
THIS, 
BUT WHY 
Is 
THAT 


happening?” 


He tried 
diligently to 
figure out 
WHY! 


We sometimes 


do the same 


thing today 


when we 


observe any 
who are 


practicing 


ungodly 
lifestyles but 
are thriving 

while there are 

those who are 


law-abiding 


and 


conscientious 
about the well- 


being of others 
but may seem 


to barely 


survive or are 


being 
deliberately 
mistreated or 


harmed. 


From time to 


time, we may 


have similar 


questions as 


were asked by 


Esdras. 


Nonetheless, 


there are hard 


lessons to 
learn about 


the reality of 
this existence. 


As we 
continue to 
read and study 


Scripture, we 


may better 
understand 


the God whom 


we say we 
worship. 


There isa 
Supreme Being 


who allows 


wars, 


disasters, and 


calamities... 


A person can 


live a godly life 
and still be 
destitute... 


Answers? 


Do you 


have 
questions 
for God? 


If you do, 
can you 
handle 
God’s 


answers? 


As humans, 
we may have 
questions for 
God, but can 
we REALLY 
handle 


God’s 


answers? 


Esdras had 
been granted 


an audience 


with God 
through a holy 


messenger. 
Esdras was 
asked if he 
thought he had 


advanced so 
much, 
scholastically, 
that he could 
really 
“comprehend 


the way of the 
most High”. 


Esdras 
responded 
with an 


emphatic 


“ves”. 
He believed he 


was capable of 


understanding 
the Most 


High’s ways. 
Esdras wanted 
to know why 
God’s own 
people were 


experiencing 


so much 
suffering. He 


presented his 
concerns to 
God which 
included the 


stark contrast 
of God’s 
people being 


desolate while 
the ungodly 
prospered. 


Now let’s take 
a step back 


and look at 


that situation 


for a moment. 


Was Esdras 


covetous or 
envious ? 
While 


covetousness 


Is, Indeed, a 
problem for 


some, Esdras 


was not 
exhibiting that 
behavior. 


Here’s why: 


> Esdras was 


not operating 
in the flesh. 


He had been 
fasting and 


prostrating 
himself in the 

presence of 

Holy God in 


deepest 


sincerity. 


Fe was 


conversing 
with GODLY 
spirits which 


was an 
opportunity 


not given to 
the average 


person. 


> God’s 
messenger 


did not 


accuse 


Esdras of 
yearning 


to possess 


something 
which 
belonged 


to someone 
else. 


> As with Job, 
of the Old 
Testament, 
the focus was 
on WHY harsh 


things were 


happening 


though rules 


were being 
carefully 


obeyed. Those 
rules, laws, or 


guidelines 


were believed 


to guarantee a 
pleasant 


outcome. 


2 Esdras 
4:22-26 


explained 


what Esdras 


desired. There 


Was no 


indication 
that Esdras 
wanted 


someone else’ 


things. From a 
sincere heart 


and with pure 
motives, 


Esdras wanted 
to know where 


God’s people 
had gone 


wrong. The 
prosperity vs. 


desolation 
comparison 


was presented 
as part of the 


facts as proof 
that 
SOMETHING 


must not be 


right. Lifestyle 
changes had 


been made, 


unlawful 


marriages had 
been 
dissolved, 
physical 


locations had 


been changed- 
—all for the 


purpose of 


correcting 
wrongs 


against God 


(1 Esdras), and 


people were 


awaiting 


Esdras’ 


instructions on 


what to do 


next. 
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Since Esdras 
had informed 
the messenger 
that he could 


handle 
comprehension 


of the Most 


High’s ways, 
the angel, 
Uriel, 
presented 
situations for 
Esdras to 
explain. 


He was asked 
to only 
answer 

ONE 

of the 
following 
THREE: 


How much 
does fire 
weigh? 


Vieasure the 
blast of wind. 


Bring back 
yesterday. 


Of course 
Esdras could 
not provide a 

correct 


response to 


any of the 


“nuzzles” 


He sald: 


Who can do 
that? Why 


even ask me 


something like 
that? 


The angel to 


Esdras: 


Well, if | were 


to ask you to 
tell me about 


the great 


places that 
are in the 


middle of the 
sea, or how 


many springs 
there are at 


the opening of 
the deep, or 
how many 
springs are 
above the 


firmament, or 


where the 


exits are of 


paradise, you’d 


likely say: 
I’ve never 


gone to those 


places so how 


could I know? 


But I’ve only 
asked you 


about fire, 


wind, and one 


day in which 
you’ve actually 
lived. These 


are things 


you’re 
connected to 
and have 
grown up 
knowing 


about, but you 


can’t answer 
even THOSE 
questions. So 


then, what 
makes you 
think you can 


understand 


the way of the 
Most High? 


Flow can you 


possibly 


understand 


the corruption 
of the world, 
that you see, 
and also that 


corruption of it 
that I see? 


Esdras 
became more 
clear about 
the enormous 


magnitude of 
the world. 


He was face- 


to-face with 
the reality that 
even he, a 


person of God 
who was 


highly skilled 
in the law, 
knew so little 
in light of such 
greatness. He 
was humbled 


and 


emotionally 

moved by this 
revelation. He 
suggested that 
not having 


existed at all 
would have 


been better 
than to live In 
wickedness, 

suffer, and not 


know why. 


The angel 
went on to 
explain and 

give examples 


of limitations 
of both 
humans as 


well as some 
heavenly 
entities (verse 21) 


In verses 22- 
25, Esdras 
showed he 


understood the 


lesson and 
recanted from 


thinking he 
could grasp 
“the high 
things”. He 
clarified that 
he just wanted 


to know plain 


daily things, 


particularly 
WHY “Israel is 


given up as a 


reproach to 


the heathen”, 
WHY “the 

people whom 
thou hast 

loved is given 


over to 


ungodly 


nations...”, 
WHY “the law 


of our 


forefathers is 
brought to 


naught”, and 
WHY “the 


written 


covenants 


come to none 
effect.” 


Esdras asked 


only about 
situations 
pertaining to 
God, His 
people, His 


name, His 
law, and His 
legacy-—not 
about other 
people’s 


things. He 


continued by 
saying he 
wanted to 
know the 


purpose of life 
if God’s OWN 


were “not 
worthy to 
obtain mercy.” 
That’s how 
bleak things 
looked to him. 


It wasn’t the 


temporal 
things that 
mattered. He 


was 
concerned for 


God’s people 
and for future 


generations of 
those who 
were called by 


His name. 


FYI: 


One does not have to 
want something 
someone else 
possesses to wonder 
why their own 
situation does not fit 
into the framework 
they believe it 


should. One can 
look around and 
acknowledge 
seeming 
discrepancies 
without wanting to 
have the belongings 
of others—without 
envy. 


Uriel: 


Esdras, the 
more you 
search, the 
more you'll be 

surprised. 


Esdras needed 
to fully digest 
that there was 
so much he 
would not 
understand as 


a human 
being 
regardless to 
his social 
status, any 


academic 


achievements, 
heart-felt 
desires, 


heritage, or 


anything else 
considered to 


be of great 
value in 


societies. 


That may be 
one of the 


toughest 
lessons those 
of the human 


species must 


really, really 
absorb. 


Sometimes, it 
can be super 


hard to face 
one's frailties 


and 
limitations as 


flesh and 
blood entities. 


Initially, 
Esdras 


believed, as 
many do 
today, that he 
could handle 
answers to 


any deep 


spiritual 
question. 


In short order, 


however, 
Esdras learned 


differently. 


We are 
allowed to ask 


questions of 
Creator. It may 
be that God 


will answer 


some. 
Nonetheless, 


the answers 
may not be 
what we think 


we want to 


hear. 


Are we 


prepared to 
handle the 


weight of 
answers 


From the holy, 
omnipotent 
YHVH? 


Are we able 


to accept that 
there are some 
things we may 


never know— 


at least while 


here on earth? 


2 Esdras 4:1-26 


' Rnd the an 
that was sent unt 
me, whose n 


jel 


was Uriel, gave me 
an answer, 
% And said, T 


mu lord. And he 


answered me, and 


said, 1 am sent to 
shew thee three 
ways, and to set 
forth three 
similitudes before 


thee: 


canst declare me 
one, I will shew thee 
also the way that 
thou desirest to see, 
and Is 
thee from whence 
the wicked heart 
cometh. 


Il shew 


S And I said, Tell 

on, my lord. Then 
said he unto me, Go 
thy way, weigh me 
the weight of the 
re, Or measure me 
the blast of the 
wind, or call me 


is aa to do that, 
that thou shouldest 


7 Rnd he said unto 
me, If I should ask 


thee how great 


of the pe or how 


ae the 


paradise: 
S Peradventure 
thou wouldest say 


me, I never 


went down into 


deep, nor as yet into 
hell, neither did I 
ever climb up ink 


heaven. 

° Nevertheless now 
have I asked thee 

but only of the fire 


id wind, and of the 
day wherethrough 
thou hast seins 
and of things From 

which thos canst 

not be separated, 


and a get canst thou 


of them. 
10 He said moreover 
me, Thine own 
s, and such as 


vessel then be able 
to comprehend the 
way of the Highest, 


and, the world being 
now outwardly 
to 


corrupted 
erstand the 


him, It were better 


that we were not at 
all, than that we 
should live still in 
wickedness, and to 
suffer, and not to 


know wherefore. 

1S He answered me, 
and said, | went into 
a forest into a plain, 
and the trees took 

co 
14 L ev. 
let us go and mal 


res el, 


[ said, Come, 


war against the sea 
that ft may depart 
away before us, and 
that we mau mak 


us more woods. 


IS rhe Floods of the 


sea also | 


punsel, and said, 
Come, let us go up 
and subdue the 
woods of the plain, 
that there also we 


the wood was in 


stopped them. 
'S If thou wert fudge 


wouldest thou 


© 1 answered and 


“they both have 
devised, for the 


the wood, and the 


sea also hath his 
place to bear his 


why ee ae 


the wood, and the 
sea to his floods: 


bot that which is 
ypon the earth: and 
he that dwelleth 


understand the 


above the height of 
the heavens. 
22 Then. 
and said, 1 beseech 
thee,O Lord, let me 


curious of the high 
thi 


namely, wherefore 
Israel is given up 


what cavse the 


the law of our 
Forefathers is 


away out of the 
world as 
grasshoppers, and 


our life is 


fear, and we are not 


name as we 
are called? of these 
things have I asked. 


26 Then answered 


he Me, and said, 


searchest, the more 


for the world 


For 


Take-Away 


Answers aren’t 
always as 
simple or as 


easy as we 


may like for 


them to be. 


When faced 
with the “BUT 


WHY” issues 


of our lives, 


sometimes we 
may have to 


be resolved 
that there 


may be no 
quick fixes, 


fast answers, 
step-by-step 


formulas, or 
even Bible 


verses that 


zap away 
problems. 


We have 


plenty verses 


and passages 
in Scripture 

that refute any 
man-made 


promise of 
being able to 


name and 
claim away all 


pains or 


pressures. 
In fact, 


nowhere In 


Scripture are 
we told that 


we will know 


and 
understand all 


of God’s ways 


and can 


dictate what 
God does. 


Over and over, 
we’re told the 


exact 
opposite. 


God’s thoughts 
and ways are 


not the same 


as those of 


humans. 


So, we live 
knowing that 


there is 


misery, 
poverty, 


Injustice and 
willful 
lawlessness 
but also, 


we trust that 


God is In 


control and 
will set things 
right in God’s 


own timing. 


